
REQUEST FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY
FOR VA HOME LOAN BENEFITS

TO

 Department of Veterans Affairs
 Attn: Loan Guaranty Division

 NOTE: Please read information on reverse before completing this form. If additional space is required, attach a separate sheet.
 1. FIRST-MIDDLE-LAST NAME OF VETERAN  2. DATE OF BIRTH  3. VETERAN’S DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO.

 (_ _ _)
 4. ADDRESS OF VETERAN (No., street or rural route, city or P.O., State
     and ZIP Code)

 5. MAIL CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY TO: (Complete ONLY if the Certificate is to be
     mailed to an address different from the one listed in Item 4)

OMB Approved No. 2900-0086
Respondent Burden: 15 minutes

6. MILITARY SERVICE DATA (ATTACH PROOF OF SERVICE - SEE PARAGRAPH "D" ON REVERSE)

VA FORM
FEB 2000 26-1880 SUPERSEDES VA FORM 26-1880, MAR 1999,

WHICH WILL NOT BE USED.

 11A. DATE CERTIFICATE ISSUED  11B. SIGNATURE OF VA AGENT

FOR VA USE ONLY

FEDERAL STATUTES PROVIDE SEVERE PENALTIES FOR FRAUD, INTENTIONAL MISREPRESENTATION, CRIMINAL CONNIVANCE OR
 CONSPIRACY PURPOSED TO INFLUENCE THE ISSUANCE OF ANY GUARANTY OR INSURANCE BY THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

C. NAME (Show your name exactly as it appears
on your separation papers or Statement of ServiceA. ITEM

B. PERIODS OF ACTIVE SERVICE

DATE FROM DATE TO

3.

4.

D. SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER

E. SERVICE
NUMBER (If different from

Social Security No.)

F. BRANCH OF 
SERVICE

 7A. WERE YOU DISCHARGED, RETIRED OR SEPARATED FROM SERVICE BECAUSE OF DISABILITY
       OR  DO YOU NOW HAVE ANY SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITIES?

 7B. VA CLAIM FILE NUMBER

C-NO

8. PREVIOUS VA LOANS (Must answer N/A if no previous VA home loan. DO NOT LEAVE BLANK)
YES

 I CERTIFY THAT the statements herein are true to the best of my
 9. SIGNATURE OF VETERAN (Do NOT print)  10. DATE SIGNED

A. ITEM

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

B. TYPE
(Home, Refinance,

Manufactured Home,
or Direct)

C. ADDRESS OF PROPERTY
D. DATE

OF
    LOAN

E. DO YOU
STILL OWN

THE
PROPERTY?

(YES/NO)

F. DATE PROPERTY WAS
SOLD (Submit a copy of

HUD-1, Settlement
Statement, if available)

G. VA LOAN NUMBER
(If known)

(If "Yes," complete Item 7B)

1.

2.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR VA FORM 26-1880

PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: No Certificate of Eligibility may be issued unless VA receives
sufficient informationto determinethatyou areeligible (38 U.S.C.3702). You arenot requiredto furnish
the information, including the Social SecurityNumber,but areurgedto do so, sinceit is vital to proper
actionby VA in your case. Specifically,your SocialSecurityNumberis requestedunderauthorityof 38
U.S.C.3702andis requestedonly if theservicedepartmentusedyour SocialSecurityNumberasa service
number. Failure to provide a completedapplicationwill depriveVA of information neededin reaching
decisionswhich could affect you. Responsesmay be disclosedoutside VA only if the disclosureis
authorizedunder the Privacy Act, including the routine usesidentified in the VA systemof records,
55VA26, Loan Guaranty Home, Condominium and Manufactured Home Loan Applicant Records,
SpeciallyAdaptedHousingApplicant Records,andVendeeLoan Applicant Records- VA, publishedin
the Federal Register.
RESPONDENTBURDEN: VA maynot conductor sponsor,andrespondentis not requiredto respondto
this collectionof informationunlessit displaysa valid OMB ControlNumber. Public reportingburdenfor
this collection of information is estimatedto average15 minutesper response,including the time for
reviewing instructions,searchingexisting datasources,gatheringand maintainingthe dataneeded,and
completing and reviewing the collection of information. If you have commentsregardingthis burden
estimateor anyotheraspectof this collectionof information,call 1-800-827-1000for mailing information
on where to send your comments.

A. Mail this completedform, along with proof of service,to the Eligibility Centerat P.O. Box 20729,
Winston-Salem,NC 27120(for veteranslocatedin the easternhalf of the country) or P.O. Box 240097,
Los Angeles,CA 90024 ( for veteranslocatedin the westernhalf of the country). Veteransstationed
overseas may use either address.

B. Military Service Requirementsfor VA Loan Eligibility: (NOTE: Cases involving other than
honorabledischargeswill usually requirefurther developmentby VA. This is necessaryto determineif
the service was under other than dishonorable conditions.)   

1. Wartime Service. If you servedanytime during World War II (September16, 1940 to July 25,
1947),KoreanConflict (June27, 1950 to January31, 1955),or VietnamEra (August 5, 1964 to May 7,
1975) you must haveservedat least90 dayson active duty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunder
other than dishonorableconditions. If you servedless than 90 days,you may be eligible if discharged
because of service-connected disability.

2. PeacetimeService. If your servicefell entirely within oneof the following periods:July 26, 1947to
June 26, 1950, or February1, 1955 to August 4, 1964, you must have servedat least 181 days of
continuousactiveduty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunderconditionsotherthandishonorable.If
you enteredserviceafter May 7, 1975 but prior to September8, 1980 (enlisted)or October17, 1981
(officer) and completedyour servicebefore August 2, 1990, 181 days serviceis also required. If you
served less than 181 days, you may be eligible if discharged for a service-connected disability.

3. Serviceafter September7, 1980(enlisted)or October16, 1981(officer) andprior to August2, 1990.
If you were separatedfrom service which beganafter thesedates,you must have: (a) Completed24
monthsof continuousactive duty for the full period (at least 181 days) for which you were called or
orderedto active duty, and beendischargedor releasedunderconditionsother than dishonorable;or (b)
Completedat least181 daysof activeduty andbeendischargedunderthe specificauthorityof 10 U.S.C.
1173 (hardshipdischarge)or 10 U.S.C. 1171 (early out discharge),or havebeendeterminedto havea
compensableservice-connecteddisability; or (c) Beendischargedwith less than181daysof servicefor a
service-connecteddisability. Individualsmayalsobeeligible if theywere releasedfrom activeduty dueto
an involuntary reductionin force,certainmedicalconditions,or, in someinstancesfor theconvenienceof
the Government.

4. Gulf War. If you servedon active duty during the Gulf War (August 2, 1990 to a dateyet to be
determined),you musthave:(a) Completed24 monthsof continuousactiveduty or thefull period(at least
90 days) for which you were called or orderedto active duty, and beendischargedor releasedunder
conditionsother thandishonorable;or (b) Completedat least90 daysof activeduty andbeendischarged
under the specific authority of 10 U.S.C. 1173 (hardship discharge),or 10 U.S.C. 1171 (early out
discharge),or have beendeterminedto have a compensableservice-connecteddisability; or (c) Been
dischargedwith lessthan 90 daysof servicefor a service-connecteddisability. Individuals may also be
eligible if they were releasedfrom active duty due to an involuntary reductionin force, certainmedical
conditions, or, in some instances, for the convenience of the Government.

5. Active Duty ServicePersonnel.If you arenow on activeduty, you areeligible afterhavingservedon
continuousactiveduty for at least181 days(90 daysduring the PersianGulf War) unlessdischargedor
separated from a previous qualifying  period of active duty service.

6. SelectedReserveRequirementsfor VA Loan Eligibility. If you arenot otherwiseeligible andyou
havecompleteda total of 6 yearsin the SelectedReservesor National Guard(memberof an activeunit,
attendedrequired weekenddrills and 2-week active duty training) and (a) Were dischargedwith an
honorabledischarge;or (b) Wereplacedon the retiredlist or (c) Weretransferredto the StandbyReserve
or an element of the Ready Reserveother than the SelectedReserveafter service characterizedas
honorableservice;or (d) Continueto servein theSelectedReserve.Individualswho completedlessthan6
yearsmay be eligible if dischargedfor a service-connecteddisability. Eligibility for SelectedReservists
expires September 30, 2007.


